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Mayor’s Select Committee on Sustainability 
Given the situation with the Covid-19 virus, our events have been cancelled 

and our progress has slowed on some initiatives we are working on.  Since 

many of us are isolated in our homes, you have probably had the opportunity 

to look outside and notice that things are greening up for Spring.  That 

brings up the topic of sustainable lawn care. 

Tip of the Day 

What is sustainable lawn care? 

A sustainable lawn can be defined as a lawn area that requires few material 

inputs while having a positive impact on the environment.  A short list of 

considerations is shown below. 

How can you achieve a sustainable lawn? 

 Before you plant grass, make sure you get a grass mix suitable for our 

area that doesn’t require a lot of water.  Also, try to reduce the size of 

your lawn as much as you can 

 Consider moving away from gas motors when you can to reduce pollution 

and noise. 

 Aerate (Spring or Fall) when your ground is hard to stimulate growth. 

 Don’t cut your lawn too short.  Set your blades for 3” to minimize stress to 

your lawn and crowd out weeds. 

 There are some available options for organic weed removers but the best 

way to deal with them is to remove them manually.   Seek out lawn care 

services that offer an organic care options.  The more we ask, the more 

companies will adjust their offerings. 

 Leave lawn clippings (no longer than 1” long) and chopped leaves on your 

yard as they put nutrients back into the soil. 

 Use an organic, slow release fertilizer.  Remember that synthetic fertiliz-

ers run off into our water systems and pollute them  

 

(See Sustainability, page 8) 
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-  VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS  - 

Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

Greetings and I hope you and your families continue to be safe and 

well as we work to bend the curve on Covid-19.  Your sacrifices are 

having real effect, dramatically slowing the rate of infection in Illi-

nois and saving countless lives.   

 

Though still working from home, I have been focused on two key pri-

orities this week. First, speaking with small and medium-sized busi-

nesses throughout the district about the challenges they are facing 

with the roll-out of the CARES Act employer related programs.  I 

have shared their concerns with my colleagues and am pushing the 

Administration to take the actions necessary to accelerate desperate-

ly needed assistance. As the first $349 billion in funding for the Pay-

roll Protection Program (PPP) reach full subscription as of today, I 

will continue to push for more funding for small and mid-sized busi-

ness (as I have since the crisis started.) Second, I am advocating for 

the creation of a supply chain czar to oversee our national response to 

extensive shortages of personal protective equipment (PPE), ventila-

tors, and other critical medical supplies in Illinois and across the na-

tion  

In other news, I am launching a new online program (great for kids 

and adults alike) to submit thank you notes to our essential work-

ers—health care workers, first responders, and others on the front 

lines of this crisis. Please submit your thank you message or photo 

online at:  

http://Schneider.house.gov  

I am also staying in touch with 10th District neighbors through con-

ference calls, webinars and Wednesday Facebook Live Q&A sessions. 

Please contact our office with any questions or casework needs 847-

383-4870.       

Thank you and be safe, Brad Schneider 

Visit the on-line Community Calendar for the latest updates. 
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Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois 

Dear Neighbors,  

As of this writing the Governor’s “stay at home” and “social distancing” 

directives remain in place. Following the science over the rhetoric has 

so far been to our advantage. To date Winthrop Harbor has one of the 

lowest numbers of COVID-19 cases in Lake County where cases have 

been reported. This tells me that taking heed and being united in our 

efforts speaks volumes about our community. I hope with all my heart 

that this will soon be over though there is little doubt we will be dealing 

with a new normal when we come out on the other side.   

Over the past few weeks I have reached out to all the businesses in our 

community making contact with most owners. I have listened, heard and noted their concerns 

and continue to make sure we communicate all relevant infor-

mation regarding support and relief. Taking advantage of infor-

mation communicated from Village Hall two of Winthrop Har-

bor’s businesses were awarded funding from the Illinois Depart-

ment of Commerce and Economic Opportunity. Congratulations 

to both. We eagerly look forward to when all the doors of all our 

businesses open.  

Debbie Melesio has done an exceptional job of reaching out to our 

senior citizen community reassuring them that Village Hall re-

mains open for business, though not face-to-face, and if they need 

anything please just call. I felt it was important to check on the 

well-being of our older neighbors and what I found is that many had been through even more 

challenging times in their pasts and they confidently believe we will get through this event. 

You want inspiration, talk with a senior.  

We are all anxious for our children to be playing and participating in organized sports, howev-

er, the Village’s Parks & Recreation facilities as well as playgrounds remain closed.  Once fur-

ther guidance is received for the safe opening of these facilities, we will energetically move to 

get things going. In the meantime, please use the open space and walking paths to stay 

healthy and fit. Just please remember to exercise social distancing while exercising yourselves.  

Can you ever say enough about our first responders? Chief Brumlik (Police) and Chief Stried 

(Fire) have done nothing less than an exceptional job in preparing for and responding to this 

health crisis. On the frontlines each and every day our highly trained first responders never 

hesitate. I know there have been requests for drive-by parades to honor these personnel and I 

promise that day will come. Until then when you see one of our hometown heroes feel free to 

offer a wave and a smile. If there was ever a time it’s now.                             (Continued on page 4) 

                                                           

“We have been and 

remain Harbor 

Strong and we will 

get through this 

together” 



We hope that everyone stays safe and healthy dur-

ing these difficult times, and continues to practice 

social distancing.  

 

Continued closures during this time include: 

 Schlader Recreation Center 

 Community Center 

 ALL playground structures at various parks 

(Village Park, Paxton Park, Fossland Park, 

North Prairie Park) 

 Skate Park at Village Park 

 Outdoor washroom building at Village Park 

To clarify, only these specific areas mentioned 

above are completely closed off to the public. All 

other open areas of the parks (open space, walk-

ing paths, etc) are available to the public as long as 

social distancing is maintained, which currently 

states to not be within 6 feet of another person, and 

no more than 6 people in a group. Walking, run-

ning, biking, as well as other unorganized recrea-

tional activities, are welcomed and encouraged. 

Cancelled Special Events for May: 

 Teen Night 

 Gym Night 

 

Memorial Day Parade and Winthrop 

Harbor Summer Fair 
Unfortunately, we had to make the decision to can-

cel this year’s Memorial Day Parade, as well as the 

WH Summer Fair. Given the timing of the COVID-

19 Pandemic, and the large amounts of people that 

attend these events, it was decided that the health 

and well being of our residents and participants are 

much more important than holding this year’s 

events.  We plan to bring back these annual events 

again in 2021.  
 

Any family that has registered for WH Parks & Rec 

programs (Baseball/Softball, Zumba, Kids Fit, Tae-

Kwon-Do), you all will be notified once these pro-

grams are able to resume. More information and up-

dates will be shared as they becomes available. 

Please call 847-746-3505 with questions, or email 

Recreation Director, Scott Fuller, at 

sfuller@whpd.org. 
 

Winthrop Harbor Pageant 2020 
The WH Pageant, scheduled for May 16th, has been 

postponed to a date TBD. Pageant Director, Cindy 

Graham, is still accepting applications. If you would 

like an application or more information please email 

her at c.s.graham@comcast.net, or through their 

Face Book page at “Winthrop Harbor Pageant”. 

(MAYOR’S DESK — Continued from page 3) 
 

Our administrative staff is working diligently to field the calls from the community and respond to requests. 

Fiscal year budgets are being finalized in anticipation of significant declines in revenues. Like all of you we 

have, are and will continue to tighten our belts. As a reminder the Village Board voted for a flat rate, 0% 

property tax increase for the next fiscal year. That has not changed.  

 

Public Works continues their work as does Community Development. Brush pick-up will begin in May and 

will take a little longer due to working two-person Public Works’ crews versus the normal four. We do this 

with health and safety of our staff in mind. Community Development continues to conduct plan reviews for 

both new development and redevelopment projects. In addition, permits are still required for various work 

as are inspections during projects and upon completion. Please review the Village website or contact the 

Community Development Department with any questions.  

 

Throughout these challenging and unprecedented times, I have seen a community that is united. We are 

firm in our resolve to get through this as we have with challenges of the past. We have been and remain 

Harbor Strong and we will get through this together. Stay healthy and safe and soon we will see each oth-

er around town.  

 

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor  

mailto:sfuller@whpd.org
mailto:c.s.graham@comcast.net


Stay Safe! 
As stay-at-home orders were issued most of us fol-

lowed along. However we, along with neighboring 

communities, have seen an increase in scams, both 

online and in person, related to the current pan-

demic. 

The Village has not, and will not issue any per-

mits for solicitors or fund raising while the stay-at-

home order is in effect.  

1. If any person or persons coming to your door 

states they are from any health agency, utility 

or other, DO NOT let them in. Feel free to call 

the police department and an officer will come 

and check 

2. Please ignore any telephone calls or emails of-

fering to help you obtain Covid-19 assistance 

money, unless YOU initiated the call 

Protect your property! 
Similarly, we have also seen a significant increase 

in car burglaries and stolen cars in the surrounding 

area.  We can not emphasize enough to: 

If you see anything suspicious or have any ques-

tions of concerns, please do not hesitate to call the 

non-emergency police department number, 847/872

-2131, for assistance. 

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

www.winthropharborfire.org www.whpd.org 

Spring is here! 
The Winthrop Harbor Fire Department wishes you 

happy spring greetings and reminds you to stay safe 

as we all navigate through the current COVID-19 

pandemic!   

 

Keep washing those hands and staying home until 

the experts determine it’s safe to resume activities! 

 

CPR classes 
The May 16th class for health care providers has 

been cancelled.  All other classes for June and be-

yond will resume as soon as safely possible.  

Memorial Weekend Pancake 

Breakfast 

With the cancellation of Memorial Day activities the 

Winthrop Harbor Fire Department 

Association annual Memorial Day 

Weekend Pancake Breakfast will 

be postponed this year.  Please 

watch for a new date in late sum-

mer or early fall—we look forward 

to seeing you then!` 



are normally a routine process, while ignoring this 

step in completing your project can lead to more 

trouble than its worth. Our Inspectors tend to be 

very friendly, helpful and available on a flexible 

schedule. Please call for the inspections outlined on 

your permit. 

 

Local Business Happenings 

SHOP LOCAL!  
Now, maybe more than ever, our local businesses 

need your support. Help protect jobs and keep tax 

revenues local. The next time you need something 

check out what we have here to offer. You will prob-

ably be surprised at what’s available and the quali-

ty of service you will receive. 

BUSINESS RESOURCES 
Sometimes we all need a little help. Here are a few 

of the many resources available to small business-

es.  

 

Lake County’s Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce 

 www.lclakeshore.com 

 

Lake County Partners 

www.lakecountypartners.com 

 

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity 

www2.illinois.gov/dceo 

 

Find more useful information/resources under the 

Community Development link of the village web-

site.  

 

The Community Development Department oversees 

the Village Building Department functions as well 

as Land Use and Economic Development planning. 

 

For additional information stop by our office at Vil-

lage Hall, visit the Community Development web 

page at www.winthropharbor.com or call us at 

(847) 872-8699 extension 4011. 

 

Do I need a Building Permit? 

If you are thinking about it, then the answer is 

probably yes. Most construction projects of any kind 

require permitting, but the easiest thing to do is to 

just give the Building Department a call and let us 

know what you are planning. We do our best to 

make the process as straightforward as possible. In 

most cases, once you file all of the required paper-

work, we can issue you a permit within 24-48 

hours.  

 

Generally speaking, we will need a completed appli-

cation, a written scope of work from your contractor 

and a drawing depicting the existing condition and 

planned improvement. All contractors planning on 

working in the village must register with us and 

provide current licenses and proof of insurance be-

fore commencing work. The required documenta-

tion changes somewhat depending on the nature of 

the planned work and for more advanced projects 

may include the need for Architectural drawings.  

 

We use this information to compare your planned 

improvement to the codes and ordinances adopted 

by the village intended to safeguard the public 

health, safety and welfare of the occupants of build-

ings and structures. For more information on the 

codes and ordinances governing construction work 

in the village visit the Local Ordinances section of 

the village website www.winthropharbor.com  

 

Why do I need an inspection? 
The inspection is a mandatory and integral part of 

the overall permit process and the Inspector is 

there just to make sure the work has been done 

safely. With some projects there may be more than 

one inspection required: usually one at the rough-in 

stage and one final inspection. In all, inspections 

http://www.lclakeshore.com
http://www.lakecountypartners.com
http://www.winthropharbor.com


WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS 
 

 

Groot Changes to Recycling 
Please see the infographic to the left 

for important changes to the recycling 

program as communicated by Groot 

Industries. 

 

2019 Water Quality Report 
The Water Quality Report for 2019 is 

available for review at Village Hall, 

the Public Works Department and 

online at:  

http: / /www.egovlink.com/d.asp?

ID=12739 

 

You will also find previous water re-

ports and other useful information on 

our online document portal at: 

h t t p : / / w w w . e g o v l i n k . c o m /

winthropharbor/docs 

http://www.egovlink.com/d.asp?ID=12739
http://www.egovlink.com/d.asp?ID=12739
http://www.egovlink.com/winthropharbor/docs
http://www.egovlink.com/winthropharbor/docs


Resident Quick Reference Guide 

Sustainability continued from page 1 

 

Why should you care? 

 Nationwide, landscape irrigation is estimated to account for almost one-third of all residential water 

use, totaling more than 7 billion gallons per day 

 Each hour of lawn mowing generates as much pollution as driving a car nearly 100 miles.   Pollution contrib-

utes to a multitude of health issues such as asthma. 

 Aeration will improve drainage, breaks up thatch, stimulates lawn growth and improves overall lawn 

health without using pesticides or fertilizers. 

 Approximately 12% of lawn waste material goes to landfills is (i.e., tree branches, lawn clippings, etc.) 

 Estimates are 40-60% of nitrogen/phosphorus fertilizer run off in our water systems/wells causes algae 

to grow faster than our ecosystems can handle.   Excess nitrogen in the atmosphere can produce pollu-

tants such as ammonia and ozone, which can cause a wide range of health issues from neurological to 

cancer.  Children and pets are the most vulnerable due to their exposure to lawns.  

 

Public Stewardship Events (bring the family) 

Public stewardship events will resume when we are given notification from the Village 

Please note: meeting dates and times subject to change due to COVID-18 

 MAY JUNE 
Village Hall Closed - - Fridays and May 25th  

Board of Trustees Meeting Tuesdays 7pm - 2nd & 16th 

Recreation Board Meeting Mondays 6:30pm - 8th 

Planning and Zoning Board Meeting Tuesdays 7pm - 9th 

Economic Development Meeting Wednesdays 6pm - 10th 

Scout Troops 667 Meeting Tuesdays 7:00pm - TBD 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

JUNE 2020 

For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line 

Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.  

The Winthrop Harbor Scout Troops 667 (boys and girls) would like to extend an invitation 

to for new members to join them as soon as meetings are allowed to resume.  The troop 

has many activities, outings, and camp-outs throughout the year and are looking forward 

to being able to continue in the future.  

 

If you would like information on Scouts BSA or Troop 667 please email 

troop667wh@gmail.com 

Board / Committee Meets Every Time Location 

Village Board of Trustees 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. Village Hall 

Planning & Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Village Hall 

Economic Development Com. 2nd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. EMA Building 

Recreation Advisory Com. 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. Schlader Building 

mailto:troop667wh@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20WH%20Newsletter

